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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 11264 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG, PDIP 

SUBJECT: US ATTENDANCE AT MOBUTU’S INAUGURATION 
REF: KINSHASA 11234 

1 . SOUNDINGS HERE INDICATE THAT IN ADDITION TO MOST OR ALL 
AFRICAN STATES, ONLY BELGIUM, FRANCE, GERMANY AND US HAVE 
RECEIVED INVITATIONS FOR THEIR CHIEFS OF STATE TO ATTEND MOBUTU’S 
INAUGURATION. MOST OF AFRICANS CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL OR HIGHER. MY FRENCH, BELGIAN AND GERMAN 
COLLEAGUES ARE RECOMMENDING THAT THEIR CHIEFS OF STATE BE 
REPRESENTED BY PERSONAL EMISSARIES TO ATTEND CEREMONIES AND 
DELIVER APPROPRIATE MESSAGE. THEY HAVE NO IDEA WHAT LEVEL 
EMISSARIES MAY BE, BUT BELGIANS AND FRENCH AT LEAST WILL 
PROBABLY SHOOT FAIRLY HIGH. 

2. I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT A SUITABLY HIGH-LEVEL PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF PRESIDENT CARTER BE SENT TO KINSHASA TO ATTEND 
THE INAUGURATION ON DECEMBER 5. SUCH A GESTURE WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 
TO THE LARGE INTERESTS AND CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONS WE HAVE 
WITH ZAIRE, AND COULD BE SEEN AS ANOTHER MARK OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

TO MOBUTU TO PURSUE THE DIFFICULT, IMPORTANT REFORMS TO WHICH 
HE IS COMMITTED. WHILE IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE REFORMS 
TO DATE IS AT BEST IMPERFECT, I BLEIEVE ENOUGH PROGRESS IS 
BEING MADE TO WARRANT OUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 
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3. THE GOZ HAS SET DECEMBER 2 AS THE DATE FOR THE NATIONWIDE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (REFERENDUM). FOLLOWING MOBUTU'S 
NOMINATION BY THE PARTY CONGRESS LAST WEEKEND. NO DETAILS HAVE 
YET BEEN ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE PROGRAM FOR THE INAUGURATION, 
WHICH COULD INCLUDE SOME ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES BEFORE OR AFTER 
DECEMBER 5. 
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WILL ADVISE AS PROGRAM BECOMES KNOWN. 
CUTLER 
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NNN 
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